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SUBJECT: DECLARATION BY GENERAL HAIG: GOF REACTION 

REF: PARIS 05601 

1 . ON MARCH 5, J. P. COT, SOCIALIST DEPUTY IN THE 

FRENCH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, ADDRESSED A WRITTEN QUESTION 
TO JEAN SAUVAGNARGUES, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

ASKING HOW THE GOVERNMENT INTENDED RESPONDING TO GENERAL 
HAIG'S COMMENTS CONCERNING THE PARTICIPATION OF COMMUN- 
ISTS IN THE GOVERNMENTS OF COUNTRIES THAT ARE MEMBERS OF 
NATO. FOLLOWING IS A TRANSLATION OF MINISTER SAUVAG- 
NARGUES' RESPONSE (INFORMAL EMBASSY TRANSLATION): 

"IN RESPONSE TO THE QUESTION POSED BY THE HONORABLE 
PARLIAMENTARIAN THE MINISTER POINTS OUT IN THE 
FIRST PLACE THAT GENERAL ALEXANDER HAIG, IN HIS 
CAPACITY OF SUPREME COMMANDER OF THE ALLIED FORCES 
IN EUROPE, IS AT THE HEAD OF THE MILITARY COMMAND 
OF NATO, FROM WHICH FRANCE WITHDREW IN 1966. BE 
THAT AS IT MAY, THE GOVERNMENT BELIEVES THAT CON- 
CERNING THE REMARKS PUT FORTH BY GENERAL HAIG (THE 
PUBLISHED CLARIFICATION DIFFERS NOTABLY FROM THE 
FIRST ACCOUNTS GIVEN BY THE PRESS), IT IS NOT THE 
PLACE OF A SOLDIER IN A RESPONSIBLE POSITION TO 
GIVE OPINIONS ON QUESTIONS OF A POLITICAL NATURE 
BEARING ON THE INTERNAL SITUATION OF FOREIGN COUN- 
TRIES. THE GOVERNMENT REJECTS ANY INTERFERENCE IN 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

"IT GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT THE CHOICE MADE BY THE 
COUNTRIES OF WESTERN EUROPE CONCERNING THEIR LEAD- 
ERS AND THEIR ALLIANCES LIES WITHIN THEIR OWN SOV- 
EREIGNTY. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 PARIS 06724 051733Z 

"THIS BEING THE CASE, THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT RE- 
SERVES THE RIGHT TO MAKE KNOWN TO THE NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY ITS OWN POINT OF VIEW ON THIS SUBJECT 
DURING THE COURSE OF A DEBATE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS." 

2. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE SAUVAGNARGUES' RESPONSE INDI- 
CATES A DESIRE ON THE PART OF GOF TO DEFLATE THE AFFAIR 
BY POSTPONING DISCUSSION OF IT UNTIL THE OPENING OF THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ON APRIL 2. THIS DELAY WOULD PRESUM- 
ABLY GIVE THE ISSUE TIME TO DIE DOWN IN BOTH PUBLIC 
OPINION AND THE PRESS. WE CANNOT RULE OUT THE POSSI- 
BILITY. HOWEVER, THAT VARIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES WILL KEEP 
THE ISSUE ALIVE. 

RUSH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ALLIANCE, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, ALLEGATIONS, COMMUNISTS, CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 05 MAR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976PARIS06724 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760084-1096 
From: PARIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760390/aaaadboe.tel 

Line Count: 121 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 76 PARIS 5601 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: morefirh 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 MAR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <31 MAR 2004 by MartinML>; APPROVED <08 JUL 2004 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DECLARATION BY GENERAL HAIG: GOF REACTION 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, FR, NATO, (HAIG, ALEXANDER), (COT, J P), (SAUVAGNARGUES, JEAN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



